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‘Bad Boys’ Compete 
For Mr. UMW Crown 

Mr. UMW contestants compete to prove who is the most “bad boy 7 ’ 
of them all. Mr. University Apartments, Andrew Hogan, left, was 
chosen as this year’s Mr. UMW. Full story on page 7. 



Study Finds More Technology Use in Classes 



Increase also 
appears in 
UMW courses 



By REGINA WEISS 

According this year’s Na- 
tional Study of Undergraduate 
Students and Information Tech- 
nology, students are craving 
more technology use in the 
classroom, and it seems from 
both University of Mary Wash- 
ington students and professors 
that they are on board with this 
idea as well. 

Responses in the study, 
which was conducted in June, 
were taken from 3,000 students 
in 1,179 colleges and universi- 
ties across the nation, according 
to the EDUCAUSE Center, for 
Applied Research. 

At UMW, there are many 



basic online services professors 
can utilize, such as Canvas or 
the UMW blogs. 

Whether or not technology is 
used in the classroom is up to the 
professor. 

Jim Groom, the director of 
teaching and learning technolo- 
gies said, “As a university we 
need to understand how this 
communications revolution is 
transforming our culture. And 
probably the best way to do this 
is through experimentation.” 

UMW has a resource for pro- 
fessors called the Division of 
Teaching and Learning Tech- 
nologies, of which Groom is a 
part. 

According to the website, 
“The services of DTLT are avail- 
able to any UMW faculty mem- 
ber who wishes to explore how 
digital technologies can augment 
and transform teaching, learn- 
ing, and research at the Univer- 
sity.” 



Assistant Professor of Eng- 
lish Zachary Whalen utilizes so- 
cial media through Twitter in his 
classe The Graphic Novel and 
his seminar, Code, Culture, and 
Postmodernism. 

While Whalen no longer re- 
quires Twitter use for a grade, he 
encourages it and hopes that stu- 
dents will find it useful. 

“A lot of students do already 
use it, some warm up to it in the 
course of the class, and still oth- 
ers will not ever use it,” Whalen 
said. 

In class, Whalen likes to use 
Twitter as a “backchannel,” and 
outside of class as a way to “net- 
work or coordinate things,” or 
simply for discussion. 

He points out that writing on 
Twitter is different than any- 
where else, because of the 140- 
character limit 

“I think that’s a good thing, it 
forces us to pay attention to what 
we’re writing. A constraint can 



be a really productive aspect of 
creativity,” Whalen said. 

Results in the study showed 
that 43 percent of students agree 
that their institution needs more 
technology. 

Sophomore Tonto Duncan 
said, “I personally think incor- 
porating technology in the class- 
room is cool.” 

He references his Intro to 
Creative Writing class, in which 
blogging is incorporated for stu- 
dents to share their writing with 
fellow classmates and the pro- 
fessor. 

Duncan said, “sometimes in 
classroom settings students are 
too shy to volunteer,” so com- 
menting on the blogs creates an 
outlet for many students. 

UMW Junior Maura Downey 
spoke about her Introduction to 
Statistics for Psychology class 
with Professor of Psychology 
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Panel Reviews Police 
J uris diction B ill 

Proposal would affect dynamic 
between campus and local 
law enforcement 



By ANNE ELDER 

Legislation currently under 
debate in the Virginia General 
Assembly would challenge the 
campus police jurisdiction, if 
passed, in cases of alleged rape 
and medically unattended 
deaths, such as suicide or mur- 
der, at colleges. 

At a public meeting yester- 
day with the Virginia State 
Crime Commission at the Gen- 
eral Assembly building in Rich- 
mond, Representative Paula 
Miller (D, Norfolk) offered new 
wording for the bill, stating that 
the bill would optimally require 
mutual aid agreements between 
campus police and local police, 
“fostering jurisdictional cooper- 
ation.” 

The bill, House Bill 2490, 
was introduced by Miller in Jan- 
uary 2011 and was passed in 
February. 

The way it was originally 
written would require the chief 
law-enforcement officer of a 
college or university to report 
any on-campus deaths or alleged 
rapes to the local police, who 
would then lead the investiga- 
tion, according to Virginia’s 
Legislative Information System. 

However, the commission 
was asked to review cases in- 
volving investigations~of deaths 
and alleged rapes at colleges and 
universities with campus police 
departments among 33 Virginia 
colleges and universities. 

The campus crime rates pre- 
sented were most significantly 
influenced by the number of stu- 
dents living on campus, said 
Christina Arrington, senior 



methodologist at the commis- 
sion, who gave the presentation. 

Many campus police depart- 
ment representatives at the 
meeting expressed that they 
were not in favor of the bill the 
way it is written now, and in- 
stead, would prefer a more col- 
laborative bill, like the one 
illustrated by Miller. 

Wendell Flinchum, chief of 
the Virginia Tech police depart- 
ment and director of security, 
said that such a bill is “unneces- 
sary” and would belittle the 
campus police department. 

“Nobody will want to work 
for an organization that the 
Commonwealth says is second 
class,” Flinchum said. 

Michael Hall, a lieutenant 
with the University of Mary 
Washington police department, 
said that the UMW police agrees 
and that they “can handle calls 
to UMW.” 

But, he said that there have 
been many positive things to 
come out of this bill, such as in- 
creased dialogue regarding the 
relationship between the two po- 
lice forces. 

“If we need assistance, we 
call for it,” Hall said. “We uti- 
lize all the resources and expert- 
ise on our hands... our number 
one thing is the safety and well- 
being of the people at UMW and 
those who visit it.” 

The Fredericksburg Police 
Department is neither for nor 
against the bill, said spokesper- 
son Natatia Bledsoe. 

“We stand ready at any time 
to assist UMW police with any 
criminal case, not just rapes or 

POLICE, page 9 ► 



Student Activism 
More Prominent 



By SUZANNA TOSKE 

In light of the recent increase 
in citizen activism around the 
world, particularly Arab Spring 
and now the Occupy movement, 
students at the University of 
Mary Washington have also 
picked up the spirit of dissent 
with a notably greater number of 
protests and rallies on campus. 

President Rick Hurley said 
that he noticed more activism 
this year than what he remem- 
bers from recent years, and he is 
pleased to see UMW students 
taking a stand on the issues that 
are important to them. 

Events this semester have in- 
cluded protests to Karl Rove and 
Ken Cuccinelli’s speeches on 
campus, and a rally to “Keep the 
Ban” on uranium mining in Vir- 
ginia. 

Senior Evan McLaughlin, 
president of UMW’s campus 
chapter of Virginia Organizing, 
helped conduct two of the 
protests this year along with the 
help of UMW chapter of Vir- 
ginia Organizing. 



Virginia Organizing is an or- 
ganization that works with Vir- 
ginians to voice their opinions 
about certain issues. McLaugh- 
lin said that he was alerted about 
Cuccinelli’s and Rove’s planned 
visits to UMW through the or- 
ganization. 

The protest against Cuc- 
cinelli was on Sept. 1 7 in Jepson 
Hall, and the protest against 
Rove was on Sept. 28 in front of 
George Washington Hall. 

“We had a lot of people and a 
lot of energy for both protests,” 
McLaughlin said. “At the Cuc- 
cinelli protest we had about 50 
or 60, and at the Rove protest we 
had about 35.” 

“We wanted to show the stu- 
dents of Mary Washington that 
political consciousness and ac- 
tion is alive and well on this 
campus. We wanted to give stu- 
dents an example of how to par- 
ticipate in political action,” he 
added. 

McLaughlin also said, “I feel 
that our actions truly did start a 
conversation about dissent, so- 
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Mattson Fields, left, and Upma Kapoor, right, led 
the teach-in on the Board of Visitors held Tuesday. 



Occupy Mary Wash 
Plans BOVProtest 



By ALISON THOET 
and THOMAS BOWMAN 

On Tuesday, Nov. 15, Oc- 
cupy Mary Wash held a student- 
run teach-in, which discussed 
the influence that the Board of 
Visitors has on the University 
and its power structure, in prepa- 
ration for the protest they have 
planned this weekend. 

The protest, which will con- 
sist of occupying the space in 
front of the Jepson Alumni Cen- 
ter and Ridderhoff-Martin 
Gallery and will include an ac- 
tual “occupation,” teach-ins and 
a potluck dinner, coincides with 
the BOV meeting schedules for 
this weekend. 

The students at the teach-in 
were generally frustrated at what 
they felt to be increased com- 
moditization of the school and a 
lack of student representation in 
BOV meetings. 

Senior Peter Hawes felt the 
Oct. 7 Pep Rally, at which the 
new UMW tagline was un- 
veiled, particularly emphasized 
the greater push for commoditi- 
zation. 



“These are superficial 
changes for increasing commu- 
nity,” said Hawes 

Senior Colleen Brooke said, 
“What’s important is that we all 
realize that education is becom- 
ing a business. What we can do 
with the BOV is to show them 
that we want our own voice.” 
Hawes said that he felt the 
student representation at BOV 
meetings is lacking. 

“We don’t have very much 
representation, and what repre- 
sentation we do have is inaccu- 
rate,” Hawes said. “Students and 
faculty can attend the [BOV] 
meetings, but may not speak out 
or vote on anything.” 

Currently, Student Govern- 
ment Association President Ash- 
ley Nixon, a senior, is the 
student representative to BOV 
meetings. 

/“I’m not sure where that’s 
coming from,” said Nixon. “Be- 
fore I make comments on any 
issue, I’m given information 
from the SGA Executive Cabi- 
net and student senate represen- 
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Activism Gives Students a Voice 




Students at October’s “Keep the Ban” rally. 
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cial justice and free speech on 
campus.” 

Junior Graham Givens cre- 
ated the Keep the Ban Rally at 
UMW, which was held on Oct. 
20 in front of Lee Hall. 

The Keep the Ban Rally ad- 
vocated keeping the current ban 
on uranium mining in Virginia. 
Without this act, 29 million tons 
of toxic waste, caused by ura- 
nium mining, could leak to the 
Rappahannock River, polluting 
Fredericksburg’s water supply, 
according to Givens. 

“I wanted to raise awareness 



about this extremely important 
issue occurring in our state today 
that could affect us here at 
UMW,” he said. “We have the 
ability today to save thousands 
from the negative health effects 
and from the destruction of their 
water supplies.” 

Sophomore Fariss Hodder, 
who attended the Keep the Ban 
Rally, said, “I think it’s wonder- 
ful that UMW students and com- 
munity members can come 
together to support a clean envi- 
ronment in Virginia because 
that’s what Keep the Ban is all 
about.” 



She added that she believes 
it’s really exciting because col- 
lege is the time to define your- 
self and figure out what you 
stand for. She said she is proud 
of the strong political voice 
UMW has found. 

Occupy Mary Wash, influ- 
enced by Occupy Wall Street, is 
another movement happening 
this year at UMW. 

They held their first general 
assembly on Oct. 13 in Monroe 
Hall and have had weekly meet- 
ings since then. 

At the general assemblies, the 
students have discussed numer- 
ous issues concerning tuition in- 
creases and transparency at the 
university. 

They have planned an “occu- 
pation” for this weekend to co- 
incide with the Board of Visitors 
meeting. 

Sophomore Hurmet Ahmed 
said that he had not attended any 
of the events but thought the 
protests and rallies this year 
were a great way for people to 
come together and find a com- 
mon ground, since having simi- 
lar causes can unite people. 

“I think it’s really good that 
people are passionate about 
things that are going on and that 
they want to voice how they feel 
about it,” Ahmed said. 



J0& 







BEAT 



By EMILY MONTGOMERY 



Nov. 10 

Fredericksburg police reported an arrest at 
8:10 a.m. of a UMW student for simple pos- 
session of marijuana at Snellings Market on 
William Street. The case was reported to 
school administrators and is still pending. 

Nov. 11 

UMW police responded at 10:40 p.m. to a re- 
port of vandalism to elevator number one at 
Eagle Landing. The case is pending. 

Nov. 12 

UMW police responded to a report at 12:25 
p.m. of sexual battery on campus. The case is 
pending. 

Nov. 12 

UMW police responded to a report at 10:25 
p.m. of an intoxicated student at the Eagle’s 
Nest, but the student had left by the time po- 



lice had arrived. The case is pending. 

Nov. 13 

UMW police responded to a report at 12:30 
p.m. of vandalism at Lot 1 1 on Sunken Road. 
The barricade reflective fence was knocked 
over, and it appeared that a car had run into 
it. The case is pending. 

Nov. 14 

UMW police responded to a report of a cyber 
dispute between roommates at 8:30 p.m. at 
Russell Hall. The case is under administra- 
tive review. 

Nov. 15 

UMW police responded to a report at 10:17 
am. of trespassing at the Battlegrounds. It ap- 
peared that homeless people had set up tents. 
They were given 24 hours to vacate the area 
and complied. 



This information was compiled with help from UMW Police Lieutenant Michael Hall 
and Fredericksburg Police Department Public Information Officer Natatia Bledsoe. 



UMW Blogs 
Recognized 



By VALERIE LAPOINTE 

Since its official launch in 
fall 2007, the use of UMW 
blogs has become an essential 
part of academic life here at the 
University of Mary Washington, 
so much so that many users fail 
to recognize the uniqueness of 
the platform and the idea behind 
it. 

However, a recent article 
written by Sarah Cuanne on the 
Times Higher Education blog 
championed UMW blogs as 
being one of the rare scholarly 
publishing platforms to allow 
open publishing by anyone in 
the UMW community. 

In her article, Cuanne asks 
the question, “How much does 
your University trust you?” 
While many professors and stu- 
dents have embraced the idea of 
blogging, UMW is a pioneer in 
this medium by having a blog 
site officially affiliated with the 
school where students are unfil- 
tered and uninhibited as to the 
content they produce. 

Cuanne quotes educational 
technology specialist Mark 
Smithers, who also champions 
the success of UMW blogs and 
claims that at many institutions, 
blogging is only promoted 
through a controlled channel. 

He wrote, “We end up with a 
situation where organizations 
whose principal resource is their 
staff are effectively encouraging 
those staff to publish outside of 
the university.” 

Smithers noted the success of 
UMW blogs in not restricting 
the content its users produce and 
went on to say that this is how 
blogging platforms in higher ed- 
ucation should be conducted. 

“At several universities, 
blogging via the university web 
site is effectively discouraged 
unless it is delivered through an 
‘official’ (read controlled) blog- 
ging channel,” wrote Smithers. 
“Inevitably this leads to a sani- 
tized series of posts by various 
authors that will spin the best 
light on all concerned, espe- 
cially the institution.” 

Instructional Technology 
Specialist Jim Groom, along 
with his colleagues in the divi- 
sion of teaching and learning 
technologies department, de- 
signed UMW blogs as a space 
where students could “reflect, 
collate and curate the work they 
are doing as college students 
with the idea that they will bring 
it with them and this will be- 
come part of an ongoing dis- 
course and framing of who they 



are both as scholars and as peo- 
ple,” said Groom. 

“UMW blogs is not the first 
blogging platform in higher-ed,” 
Groom said, “but it was the first 
one that basically put no limits 
on the students or the faculty, it 
said look we trust you, we be- 
lieve that this is an experiment 
that as adults in higher educa- 
tion we can handle, so go crazy 
with it, show us whats possible, 
and the UMW community re- 
ally engaged in it.” 

“Having a blog website affil- 
iated with the school really 
helps to create a sense of com- 
munity”, said Leighanne Ellis, a 
senior who came to UMW as a 
transfer student from Elon Uni- 
versity. 

“My old school didn’t have 
anything like this.” Ellis said. 
“Conversations that go on in the 
classroom are able to continue 
outside the classroom, and peo- 
ple who you didn’t even know 
were reading your stuff can 
comment and get involved in 
your work. You never know 
who is paying attention.” 

In addition to a lack of con- 
trol from the university, Groom 
mentioned that the other great 
strength of UMW blogs was its 
ability to put content control- in 
the hands of the students. 

“The thing about Blackboard 
and [Learning Management 
Systems] in general is that work 
you do in them you either have 
to save it independently or by 
the end of the semester, it’s 
gone,” said Groom. 

“With UMW blogs it’s the 
absolute opposite, you control 
how long it stays there, who 
sees it and how long it stays 
there after you leave. You are 
the admin of your education,” 
he added. 

To date, UMW blogs cur- 
rently hosts 5,788 student and 
faculty blogs dealing with 
courses, studying abroad, post- 
graduate work, and everyday- 
life here at UMW. 

“I hold onto President Hur- 
ley’s idea that if we are going to 
be the best liberal arts college, 
that part of that has to be think- 
ing creatively about what the 
digital space provides us,” said 
Groom. 

“Here is an institution that 
encourages students to have 
their own opinion and share it 
without shutting it down. The 
more we can put the experience 
back in the hands in the stu- 
dents, the better we are as a 
community,” he added. 



Safety Walk Occurs Without Drama 



By ALEX VAN BEEK 

After a history of controver- 
sial events on past University of 
Mary Washington’s Safety 
Walks, this year’s, held Nov. 9, 
occurred without incident. 

During the 2008 Safety Walk, 
police were unable to determine 
the location of a test call. In 
2009, former President Judy 
Hample tested the blue light sys- 
tem during the Safety Walk by 
pretending to be a student who 



felt like she was in danger. Po- 
lice took six minutes to arrive at 
the scene. Police later decided 
not to press charges on Hample 
for filing a false report. 

The 2011 Safety Walk was 
led by sophomore Peyton Kre- 
mer, the buildings and grounds 
chairman for the Student Senate. 
Other members of the Student 
Senate who participated in the 
walk included junior Rob Bel- 
court and junior Sean Simons. 

The Student Senate hopes to 



bring to the faculty’s attention to 
various problems that occur 
around campus, according to 
Kramer. 

Kremer added that the walks 
are ultimately beneficial, as the 
faculty always does their best to 
“address what we bring up.” 

Some of the issues high- 
lighted on this walk included the 
black tiles that get slippery from 
rain outside the Eagle’s Nest, the 
lack of a pedestrian sidewalk on 
the road outside of the parking 



garage, and a broken door at 
Eagle Landing. 

Additionally, one the blue 
lights outside of Seacobek was 
burnt-out, though the station it- 
self was operational. 

“Every year, every semester 
we’ve had safety walks we’ve 
followed up on it,” said Cedric 
Rucker, the dean of student life, 
who also attended the walk. 
“And that is the student voice in 
action! I like that.” 



New Class Made to 
Foster Leadership 



By JAMES LAROUNIS 

This spring, the University of 
Mary Washington will be offer- 
ing Leadership UMW, a new 
class designed to explore a vari- 
ety of leadership methods using 
field experiences and guest 
speakers. 

Vice President of Student Af- 
fairs Doug Searcy and Dean of 
the College of Business Lynne 
Richardson will teach the 
course. According to Richard- 
son, both she and Searcy share a 
passion for leadership theories, 
which they have both studied. 

Richardson said that the pri- 
mary goal of the course “is to 
explore leadership theories and 
apply them in student and com- 
munity organizations at UMW 
and in the area.” 

She said that at this point, the 
course is on a trial run, and 
should it prove successful, will 
have to go through the univer- 
sity’s curriculum approval 
process. Future courses on the 
topic of leadership may follow. 

The course will meet at 3:30 
p.m. on Thursdays and will 
count for two credit hours. It 
will currently only satisfy /elec- 
tive requirements, but may sub- 
stitute for a major requirement 



upon approval from a depart- 
ment and advisor. 

Students interested in the 
class must fill out an applica- 
tion. As of this wring, only one 
application has been received. 

Leadership UMW will re- 
quire some out-of-class field 
component, building off the re- 
quirements needed to be admit- 
ted. Students must be a top 
officer of one UMW club, or 
serve in three or more commu- 
nity activities. Any students with 
a passion for community service 
and the will to lead others are 
encouraged to apply. 

The two instructors hope to 
have a series of classes in future 
years focusing on leadership and 
service. Any student wishing to 
study the topic as a major would 
have to be approved by faculty. 

When asked why students 
should take the course, Richard- 
son said it would teach students 
“to learn how to be a more ef- 
fective leader.” 

Junior Kelly Dolan said she 
thinks, “it’s a really good oppor- 
tunity for our student leaders on 
campus. They do so much out- 
side of the classroom for no 
credit. It’s nice they’re getting 
recognition from the school.” 



Interested in applying? 

The deadline to apply for the course is Nov. 22. Applica- 
tions are available by contacting either Searcy or 

Richardson. 



LaBreche Takes 
Top Award for 
Essay on Milton 



By EVE CEDERBAUM 

Assistant Professor Benjamin 
LaBreche of the English depart- 
ment was recently awarded the 
2012 James Holly Hanford 
Essay Award from the Milton 
Society of America. 

The award, presented annu- 
ally, “recognizes a distinguished 
article on Milton published in a 
journal or in a multiauthor col- 
lection of essays,” according to 
the society’s website. 

This year, the award has 
been split between two recipi- 
ents; Professor LaBreche and 
Professor Greg Chaplin of 
Bridgewater University in Mas- 
sachusetts. LaBreche’s essay, ti- 
tled “Espousing Liberty: The 
Gender of Liberalism and the 
Politics of Miltonic Divorce,” 
examines Milton’s conflicting 
“acknowledgements of female 
equality and his assertions of 
male superiority,” according to 
the abstract provided on the 
website database Project Muse. 

Department Chair of English, 
Linguistics and Communication 
Teresa A. Kennedy called the 
award “a well-deserved and out- 
standing honor for one of the 
most important emerging Mil- 
tonists in the U.S.” 

According to LaBreche, it 
was the question of how a soci- 
ety without a broadly participa- 




Courtesy of UMW 

Benjamin LaBreche 

tory general public evolves and 
the role of reasonable discourse 
in relationships and politics that 
inspired the essay. 

He said that both his research 
and the seminar that he teaches 
have been influenced through 
his scholarship, as well as the 
scholarship of others. 

Senior Sheridan Sayles, who 
is currently taking an independ- 
ent study with LaBreche, said, 
“You can really tell his enthusi- 
asm for the subject. You can tell 
he knows his stuff because he is 
able to engage in a dialogue 
[about Milton] with the stu- 
dents.” 

LaBreche will be officially 
awarded at the Milton Society’s 
annual dinner and meeting in 
Seattle, Wa. on Jan. 7, 2012. 

Alex Van Beek contributed to 
this report. 



Correction 



A Nov. 10 article titled, “Reeves, Houck Debate at UMW,” incorrectly stated that Dick Hammerstorm was the Free 
Lance-Star news editor. The correct spelling is Dick Hammerstrom and he is the local news editor for the Free Lance- 
Star. 
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Wherever you dine 

on campus. 






S 



We make what you want, 



when you want it. 



Our promise to you: 
a fresh, delicious meal 



and great service every time. 
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You are cordially invited to an upscale 



dinner featuring 



udent-created menu 



Thursday, December 1, 5:00pm — 7:00pm 
The Historic Dining Room at Seacobeck Hall 



Reservations are required and seating is limited! 
Make your reservation on the sign-up sheets at your 
favorite on-campus eateries or purchase tickets in 

the Eagle’s Nest starting Monday, November 28 . 

« 

For more details, “Like” us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/Eaglediningl 





Graduating Into 
A Bright Future 



By MEGHAN GRAHAM 

Only one month of school 
left. Where did the time go? It 
seems like just yesterday that I 
was moving into Virginia Hall 
and wondering how my room- 
mate and I had gotten the small- 
est room in the whole building. 
But now I am a senior. And in 
one month, people will start hav- 
ing adult expectations of me. 
They’ll be asking me, “Where 
are you working?” and “What 
are you going to do with your 
life?” I will eventually have to 
give them some kind of answer. 

I’m currently employed at 
CVS/Pharmacy, everyone’s 
number one choice for their pre- 
scription needs. Although it pays 
the bills, pharmacy technician is 
not my career path of choice. I 
have searched the wanted ads 
everywhere you can possibly 
imagine-Craigslist, Monster, the 
Free Lance-Star , and so far, it 
has been to no avail. 

But we all know that the 
economy is in the tanker and that 
there is not exactly a surplus of 
available jobs. Especially in the 
event-planning field, which is 
my career of choice. Despite my 
failure thus far, I have not given 
up hope. I truly believe that 
Mary Washington has primed 
me for the job field and that I am 
ready to conquer the work force. 
With the help of the constructive 
criticism of many professors 
along the way, I have become a 
well-rounded, organized, and 
educated job candidate that 



School Spirit 
Falsely Portrayed 

Dear Editor, 

I was disappointed in Valerie 
Lapointe’s portrayal of our lack 
of school spirit and Washington 
Guides as an organization. 
Through arguing that the Uni- 
versity of Mary Washington has 
no school spirit, she also man- 
aged to dishonor a very credible 
organization on campus. 

In my sophomore year, I be- 
came a Washington Guide be- 
cause I had pride and spirit in 
what UMW had to offer current 
and prospective students. 

Through the initial training, 
tour guides are given a hand- 
book on the basic information to 
know and to give on a tour. 
However unlike the majority of 
other college tours, the tours at 
Mary Washington are un- 
scripted. The volunteer student 
guides create their own dialogue 
with guests and prospective stu- 
dents. Honesty is key because 
we want to attract similar stu- 
dents that will enhance our stu- 
dent community. 

Speaking on behalf of our 
“waspy” students, diversity ex- 
ists outside of our percentage of 
minority students. Diversity is 
defined as having variety. 
UMW’s diversity should not be 
defined by only our minority 
rate, but rather the idea that of 
4,000 students, we have over 
1 25 clubs and organizations. We 
have fostered an accepting envi- 
ronment that allows for students 
to be a part of student govern- 
ment, knitting, juggling, Quid- 



would be an asset to any work 
team. 

But it wasn’t all easy sailing. 
During my collegiate journey, I 
griped and groaned about taking 
four semesters of a foreign lan- 
guage and two of science. I 
whined about all of the literature 
classes required for the English 
major, and egad! having to write 
for the Bullet (just kidding). But 
now I realize, as I have come to 
the end of the road, that all of 
these classes have helped to 
shape me into the job candidate, 
and person, that I am today. 

They allowed me to find out 
what I was good at (and really 
not), forced me to face my fears 
(speaking-intensive interpreta- 
tive performance assignment 
here I come!), and really ques- 
tion things before taking them 
for granted. The liberal arts ed- 
ucation definitely creates a well- 
rounded student. I took classes 
everywhere from music theory, 
to finite math, historic preserva- 
tion and British literature. 

And now I know that I will 
not be the next great scientist, or 
mathematician, but, hey, I might 
be the next David Tutera, and I 
have Mary Wash to thank for 
that. (Guys, if you don’t get that 
reference, it’s probably a good 
thing. Ask your girlfriend.) 

Graduating from Mary Wash 
will be tough. I’ll be leaving be- 
hind my life as I’ve known it for 
the last four years, but I look for- 
ward to the adventures (and 
great job opportunities) that lie 
ahead of me outside of the col- 
lege bubble. 



ditch, athletics, improv comedy 
and community service, just to 
name a few. 

Our school spirit exists simi- 
larly in our diversity. Although 
we are not a school that goes 
around singing a fight song, we 
are generally a group of students 
looking to leave a footprint on 
society. Why does the writer 
imply that school spirit can exist 
only at athletic games? To para- 
phrase my roommate during Mr. 
UMW, “You can see the school 
spirit of students in how we 
hooted and hollered at our fel- 
low classmates as they made 
complete fools of themselves up 
on stage all in the name of fun.” 

I can only see this writer’s at- 
tempt to discredit an organiza- 
tion that she is a part of as either 
a ploy to have an article to write 
or a way in demonstrating her 
lack of pride in her university. 
In either case, this writer chose 
the wrong university to attend. 

Shannon Reily is a senior. 

Occupying the 
Board of Visitors 

Dear Editor, 

As Occupy Wall Street pre- 
pares to flood the streets of New 
York City, shut down metro sta- 
tions and take back Wall Street, 
students and faculty at the Uni- 
versity of Mary Washington will 
occupy the Board of Visitors 
meeting from Thursday through 
Saturday. We will raise the is- 
sues that they have so far failed 
to address, from student tuition 



Staff Editorial: World AIDS Day 



2011 marks the thirtieth 
year since the first case of 
AIDS was reported. 

The epidemic is something 
that should be on our minds, 
not only because of the depart- 
ment of theatre and dance’s on- 
going production of “Rent” 
and the upcoming free AIDS 
testing on campus, but also be- 
cause World AIDS Day com- 
ing up on Dec. 1. 

The 2011 theme is “Lead- 
ing with science, uniting for 
action.” 

According to the event 



website, World AIDS Day “is 
an opportunity for people 
worldwide to unite in the fight 
against HIV, show their sup- 
port for people living with HIV 
and to commemorate people 
who have died.” 

Also according to the web- 
site, it is estimated that 34 mil- 
lion people were living around 
the world with AIDS at the 
close of 2010 and that more 
than 25 million people world- 
wide died from the virus be- 
tween 1981 and 2007, making 
it one of the most destructive 



pandemics in history. 

Even though we have made 
significant scientific advances 
in the treatment of HIV and 
there are now laws to protect 
those living with the disease, 
misconceptions about the dis- 
ease and those infected with it 
prevail. 

A significant number of 
people do not know the facts 
about how to protect them- 
selves and others from HIV, 
and stigma and discrimination 
remain a reality for many peo- 
ple living with HIV as well. 



There are currently more 
than one million people living 
with AIDS in the U.S. One in 
five of those one million in- 
fected with the retrovirus is un- 
aware of the infection. Equally 
shocking is that every nine and 
a half minutes, someone in the 
U.S. is infected with AIDS. 

World AIDS Day is impor- 
tant as it reminds the public 
that the disease has not gone 
away. There is still a very real 
need to raise money, increase 
awareness, fight prejudice and 
improve HIV education. 

A lot of the stu- 
dents here do not 
remember when 
the AIDS epidemic 
was in its media 
heyday, and so the 
disease is not as 
much of a concern 
for them. But 
AIDS is still a 
problem. 

There is plenty 
you can do on Dec. 
1 to support World 
AIDS, from edu- 
cating yourself and 
others to making 
sure you are not an 
AIDS risk to you 
partner. 

Get tested. The 
pinprick hurts less 
than a lifetime with 
HIV. And now, 
you don’t even 
need to get poked- 
-they can test you 
with a swab. 
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Letters to the Editor 



and living wages for employees 
to environmental sustainability 
and corporate contracts. Begin- 
ning Thursday evening, we will 
hold daily occupations in the 
courtyard of the Jepson Alumni 
Executive Center. 

The Board of Visitors con- 
sists of twelve members who 
control all decision-making at 
the University. The governor ap- 
points them without input from 
students and faculty. Although 
designated student and faculty 
representatives may attend the 
meetings, they may not vote nor 
participate as equals in the dis- 
cussion. The meetings are closed 
to the public. This external, non- 
democratic governing body de- 
termines the tuition we pay and 
the quality of the education we 
receive. They are not account- 
able to members of our commu- 
nity and they exercise their 
power invisibly. 

Even as they pour money into 
construction projects and re- 
branding campaigns, they fail to 
address skyrocketing tuition, 
faculty salary freezes, living 
wages for hourly workers, seri- 
ous efforts towards sustainabil- 
ity and a dining services contract 
with a multi-national corpora- 
tion known for labor rights 
abuses. We may not have votes, 
but we do have bodies and 
voices. This week we will phys- 
ically demand positive change 
on all these issues. We will cap- 
ture their attention. At all times, 
we are committed to nonvio- 
lence. 

Occupy Mary Washington, 
like occupations around the 
country, organizes using consen- 



sus-based facilitation. That 
means that the group has no hi- 
erarchy and no leader. Decisions 
are made collectively and every- 
one may participate. This kind of 
direct democracy stands in stark 
contrast to the closed, hierarchi- 
cal system that currently governs 
our school. I am writing to ex- 
press my personal support for 
the efforts of the group, and to 
invite you to join us in our ac- 
tions. Our schedule can be found 
on Facebook ('Occupy the Board 
of Visitors') and Tumblr ('Oc- 
cupy Mary Wash'). 

Peter Hawes is a senior. 

Dinner, Dessert, 
and Discussion 
with the Hurleys 

Dear Editor, 

Beginning in 2010-2011 
UMW students were randomly 
selected to attend dinner at the 
historic Brompton house with 
President Hurley and his wife. 
This year, students who were es- 
pecially interested had the op- 
portunity to place their name in 
the lottery and hope to be se- 
lected. Each student is allowed 
to choose a guest to join them. 
My roommate was chosen and 
on Nov. 15; I was able to join 
her. 

We were welcomed with 
open arms and were given a tour 
of the house. 

“I think Brompton is a beau- 
tiful, historic home that students 
should be proud to call the home 



of their president,” Hurley said. 

Individual pictures were 
taken as mementos and a group 
picture was taken to be placed in 
the house’s guest book. This 
tour provided a rare opportunity 
to step into Brompton, view the 
artifacts, and see how our presi- 
dent and his family spend their 
days. 

The dinner was served and 
the discussion commenced. 
Hurley asked us questions about 
our lives and our experiences at 
Mary Washington. He took a 
moment to explain the reasoning 
behind inviting students to his 
house. First, he said that he 
wanted to give each attendee a 
memory that we will hold onto 
after we graduate. 

More importantly, he asked 
us what positive experiences we 
have had during our college ca- 
reer and where there is room for 
improvement at our institution. 
We all agreed that there could be 
more school spirit. Hurley 
agreed and a solution was pre- 
sented. There have been talks of 
having tents set up at athletic 
games with free food, prizes and 
maybe even 
a 21 -plus 
section 
where beer 
will be 
served. Hur- 
ley empha- 
sized his idea 
of having a 
pep band at 
these events, 
something 
about which 
he is excited 
to see come 



to life in the future. He de- 
scribed the dinner as “a great op- 
portunity to tell the president 
what is on your mind.” And it 
was. Each of us was able to tell 
the president directly what we 
think about our school knowing 
that we would be heard. 

I hope students place their 
name in the lottery to have din- 
ner with the president. Not only 
is the food delicious, but each of 
us was able to speak directly to 
the head of our university and 
express our praises and ideas 
and hear feedback. While the 
dinners for this semester have 
ended, there is still an opening 
for dinners in the spring semes- 
ter. The deadline to sign up on- 
line is Feb. 2. 

“I hope students who have 
not signed up to attend one of 
the lottery dinners will do so be- 
cause I think most of the stu- 
dents who have attended would 
tell you that it is a fun experi- 
ence that you probably wouldn't 
experience at another institu- 
tion,” encouraged Hurley. 

Caitlin Sheehan is a senior. 
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Silicon Valley 
Lacks Diversity 




Courtesy of newt.org 

Meet Newt Gingrich, the potential dark horse presidential candidate of the Republican party. 



Gingrich Enters the Ring 

Why you shouldn ’t count Newt Gingrich out of the race just yet 



By CALVIN SHERWOOD 

If you are a registered De- 
mocrat, then right now you 
should like Republican presi- 
dential candidate and former 
House speaker Newt Gingrich. 
You heard me right; liberals 
should embrace “the Newtster.” 

Why should this shockingly 
apocalyptic viewpoint come to 
pass? 

The enemy of my enemy is 
my friend. Put into context, 
Gingrich is former governor 
Mitt Romney’s enemy, making 
him President Barack Obama’s 
current best bud because he 
could still bloody Romney’s po- 
litical nose (not his real nose, 
Romney’s flawless make-up 
crew would have that covered 
in a flash) and possibly divide 
the GOP political base. 

Right now in the GOP can- 
didate race, Herman Cain and 
Rick Perry have swan-dived in 
the polls after each committing 
major blunders. From Cain’s 
poorly contained reaction to nu- 
merous sexual harassment 
charges to Rick Perry’s rather 
embarrassing brain freeze dur- 



ing a GOP debate, voters now 
have seen the more fire-breath- 
ing candidates at their less-than- 
stellar. 



“If you are a 
registered 
Democrat, then 
right now you 
should like 
Republican 
presidential 
candidate 
and former 
House speaker 
Newt Gingrich. ” 



Will their support falter? Is 
Romney truly the Mormon jug- 
gernaut that will inevitably 
clinch the nomination? Not nec- 
essarily. There might be a way 
another way for conservative 
voters to avoid having to sup- 
port the moderate Romney they 
do not trust. 



That way is through Newt 
Gingrich. 

After his whole campaign 
staff quit on him over the sum- 
mer, Newt continued campaign- 
ing relentlessly and that 
managed to keep the door from 
closing entirely on his 
prospects. Having kept a fairly 
low profile recently, it would 
seem that Newt Gingrich is 
content to wait patiently until 
his opponents ruin themselves. 

That time would be now. 
Newt can now jump more 
boldly into the field to rally the 
neo-conservatives under one 
campaign banner. This is a field 
where he has Romney on the 
defensive; after all, he was the 
governor of Massachusetts. 

Romney, for all his virtues, 
cannot ‘out-conservative’ the 
Newt. Therein lies the potential 
for a real humdinger of a GOP 
showdown: if Cain and Perry 
really do not recover from their 
latest stumbles, then the Gin- 
grich-meister will be the real 
winner since he is far more 
likely to get ultra-conservative 
votes than Romney. 

That scenario is not in- 



evitable, for Gingrich’s greatest 
strengths also remain his great- 
est weaknesses. He may be a 
social conservative at heart, but 
cheating on his wife while fran- 
tically trying to impeach Clin- 
ton for the same thing did not 
endear him to any “family val- 
ues” voters. His political expe- 
rience gives him a political 
edge, but his temper and leg- 
endary egotism contrast awk- 
wardly with Romney’s 
soft-spoken campaign ap- 
proach. 

There is still a lot of time and 
ground to cover before the 
nomination finally does occur, 
but this may be a telling mo- 
ment. Gingrich has the experi- 
ence to know when to kick a 
campaign into overdrive, and 
picking up momentum towards 
the end has shown to work in 
primaries past. 

Gingrich, who has done 
poorly until this point, has 
started polling third place regu- 
larly while second place Cain is 
quickly becoming a falling star. 

If things get ugly, it could 
very well be that Obama would 
be the real winner. 



By DAWN GOOGE 

At a time when technological 
aptitude is so highly valued, it is 
important to critically examine 
minority, and specifically black, 
representation in these lucrative 
careers. Wayne Sutton, co- 
founder of NewMe Accelerator, 
an incubator program formed to 
help minorities launch Internet 
ventures, has remained vigilant 
in this aspect of racial justice. 

The situation is that minori- 
ties are vastly underrepresented 
in executive positions in Silicon 
Valley, a part of southern San 
Francisco where many of the 
world’s largest technology com- 
panies are located. While both 
women and Asian Americans 
have made significant strides in 
the fields of technology, African- 
Americans and Latinos lag be- 
hind. Roughly one percent of 
entrepreneurs who received ven- 
ture capital in the first half of last 
year were African-American. 

Being the merit-centric and 
color-blind society we proclaim 
ourselves to be, the numbers just 
don’t add up. 

Business-software designer 
Mitch Kapor seems to have 
nailed down a likely culprit that 
can account for the lack of 
African-American leadership in 
Silicon Valley. Kapor reveals 
that a common practice in the 
tech industry by venture capital- 
ists is the usage of a concept 
known as “pattern matching.” 

Pattern matching is a com- 
puter system that looks for com- 
mon attributes within reams of 
data. Pattern matching is a seem- 
ingly harmless measure until it 
is used as a navigation system to 
tell venture capitalists who and 
where to invest. This system de- 
fines which human traits, corpo- 
rate makeup and financial 
projections are the foundations 
of another big Internet success. 

The criteria for these projec- 
tions range from a founder’s 
track record, personality type 
and alma mater, to which market 
the company is targeting and 
how its peers are performing as 
well as how quickly the business 
is expected to grow and begin 
collecting revenue. 

After all factors are logged 
and accounted for, white males 
from marketable academic back- 
grounds or “elite” schools reign 



supreme. Tendencies in who’s 
deemed worthy of investment 
opens the door to criticism per- 
taining to status-quo privilege 
and maintenance. 

Cindy Padnos, founder of 
venture capital firm Illuminate 
Ventures states "I have no doubt 
that most of what we see hap- 
pening in the high-tech commu- 
nity is completely unintentional 
bias, and yet, we all have to rec- 
ognize [that] unintentional or 
not, we are all bom with it." 

Padnos also said "Undoubt- 
edly, the unintentional bias 
comes into play when they look 
at the 15 [startups] they [in- 
vested in] and the five that suc- 
ceeded big-time, when the ones 
that succeeded were led by white 
males. That somehow seeps into 
the equation." 

Some, like the NewMe co- 
foundersj, suggest that the prob- 
lem could be rooted in the black 
community. They claim there is 
a perceived lack of support from 
black families for technological 
careers. This could account for 
the smaller numbers of blacks 
choosing to pursue jobs in tech- 
nology. 

Mitch Kapor of Kapor Capi- 
tal takes a more systemic ap- 
proach, citing risk-aversion 
techniques within venture capi- 
tal that associate investments 
with minority entrepreneurs with 
risk. This would change the de- 
mographics of who gets financ- 
ing. 

He goes on further to say 
"African-American candidates 
are much more likely not to 
match the pattern. To recognize 
the truth is to accept that the 
winners at the top did so through 
a rigged game." 

However uncomfortable con- 
versations about race may be, 
it’s necessary to challenge the 
effects it has on our non-existent 
meritocracy. Racism is no longer 
white men in sheets who bum 
crosses. Today it is white men in 
suits and the accompanying per- 
ception that they are the only 
ones capable of entrepreneur- 
ship. 

Racism is not the individual- 
ized, hate-driven monster we 
still believe it to be. It is in our 
systems, our associations and 
our norms, making it invisible to 
some and dangerous to all. 



Pom: Not Just for Guys 



Gentlemen, I’m about to 
blow your mind: girls watch 
pom. 

Until recently, I thought that 
this was common knowledge. 
My friends and I have been hav- 
ing hilarious sleepovers featur- 
ing adult websites since we were 
fifteen (the contents of the actual 
sleepover were decidedly non- 
pomographic.) To most of the 
people I know, the concept of 
pom as a boy’s club is laugh- 
able. However, after some con- 
versations with men on campus, 
it has come to my attention that 
women’s consumption role in 
the adult entertainment industry 
goes largely unnoticed. 

This astounds me, although it 
probably shouldn’t. Mainstream 
pom is male-centric in both its 
advertising (“Single ladies in 
your area,” “Grow 3 inches in 3 
weeks!”) and its aesthetic focus. 
While the proportions and at- 
tractiveness of female stars are 
of the utmost importance, there 
is no gender reciprocity. Have 
you ever really looked at some 
of the guys who do pom? I’ve 
seen food items that were more 
sexually appealing. 

The pervasiveness of point- 
of-view videos only further rein- 
forces the. point. The majority of 
porn is designed for the male 
viewer, designed so that he may 
more "'easily envision himself 



having hot, hot sex with the 
woman onscreen. However, 
when, as a Nielsen Media Re- 
search study claims, one in three 
people accessing pom are fe- 
male, this creates a problem. As 
well as potentially alienating a 
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By Claire 
Pickard 




huge consumer base— 13 mil- 
lion American women check out 
online pom at least once a 
month — the industry also rein- 
forces the idea of female sexual- 
ity as being shameful by 
relegating “female-friendly” 
videos to specialty sections in 
stores and separate categories on 
websites. 

This is also widely apparent 
in pom’s approach to the LGBT 
community. While male gay 
pom is readily available and var- 
ied, the majority of “lesbian” 
pom is designed for the con- 
sumption of straight men and ig- 
nores the needs of the people 
actually participating in girl-on- 
girl sex. 

This issue isn’t limited to 
campus. There is a multi-billion 
dollar industry that thrives on 



targeting male viewers. But the 
University of Mary Washington 
has brought it close to home. 
Last year, Gail Dines was hired 
as the keynote speaker for 
women’s history month. Ms. 
Dines makes her professional 
career writing about how pom 
hurts women. Her book, “Pom- 
land,” is a 256-page diatribe on 
the evils of the genre and de- 
fends the idea that pom is a 
cause of sexual assault and mi- 
sogyny. Even eight months later, 
I hear people discussing that 
event. She made an impression 
on the way our school views 
women and adult entertainment, 
and I don’t think it was a good 
one. 

I wish that we could have an 
open dialogue about women and 
pom and how fantastic that com- 
bination can be. I wish that it 
was more socially acceptable for 
girls to discuss their favorite 
sites and stores. I wish that Jenna 
Jameson could have male co- 
stars who were even remotely at- 
tractive. But for now, I wish that 
the culture of the campus would 
convey the reality of who’s clog- 
ging up Apogee between the 
hours of 1 1 p.m. and 2 a.m. For 
one-third of your unwatched 
YouTube videos and crashed 
Tumblr pages, you have the 
ladies to blame. 



Facebook Invading too 
Many Aspects of our Lives 



Not a week goes by that I 
don’t hear the phrase, “Face- 
book is taking over the world.” 

If this is true, I’m not really 
sure what kind of world we’re 
living in anymore. 

Monday night, I logged onto 
my Facebook and was greeted 
by a fully naked girl standing in 
front of a pool. 

This morning, I acci- 
dentally logged onto 
someone else’s account 
on a computer in Combs, 
where a picture of a dog 
sitting in blood waited for 
the unsuspecting user to 
come check their news feed. 

After several of these and 
many other pornographic and vi- 
olent pictures were reported by 
Facebook users this week, an in- 
vestigation was launched by the 
company, as reported by 
ZDNet.com earlier this week. 

On Tuesday, the New York 
Times reported that these images 
were the result of a deliberate 
spam attack, which Facebook 
said was designed by the hackers 
for financial gain. 

For me, this is the cherry on 
top of every other topping at the 
bar to make Twitter my new fa- 
vorite social networking site. 



My life in less than 140 charac- 
ters, without any weird privacy 
settings that I don’t understand. 

Mark Zuckerberg and his pals 
may have been a little too ambi- 
tious when they decided to com- 
pletely change the way 
Facebook, and the rest of the In- 
ternet, operates, linking every 
website (except, of course, 



Google and YouTube). 

A few weeks ago, my always 
reliable Facebook news feed told 
me that 1 6 of my friends read an 
article in the Washington Post. 
At first, I was ecstatic. I was 
never going to leave Facebook 
again. 

But when I clicked the link to 
the article, it didn’t take me to 
my trusted news source. Instead 
of being able to read the article 
automatically, I had to install the 
Social Reader app. 

Eventually I succumbed and 
let the Washington Post have full 
access to my Facebook and 
news feed. 



But it has been less than im- 
pressive, to say the least. 

It seems as though the Wash- 
ington Post is using the social 
reader as a way to appeal to the 
masses. Catchy headlines grip 
audiences attention, like “Kelly 
Clarkson Spills All: ‘I Want to 
Punch Adele in the Face!”’ or 
“No sex on campus?” however, 
are not indicative of 
the article at all. The 
articles my friends 
read seem to be the 
rejected articles of 
Yahoo! News, irrele- 
vant and superfluous. 

I would say that maybe I just 
need to make better friends, if 
the articles weren’t sometimes 
sloppy, as well. 

I won’t go so far to say that 
Facebook is the new MySpace, 
because as I understand it, musi- 
cians still find use for the seem- 
ingly stone age website. Which, 
if things continue the way they 
have been, I’m moving to Twit- 
ter. 

If Facebook thinks that I 
wanted all 964 of my friends to 
know that I listened to my 
“sad&lonely” Spotify playlist, 
they were mistaken. 
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Mary Washington Crowns Mr. UMW 
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The final three contenders at this year’s Mr. UMW each had to answer a series of hard-hitting questions to earn the Mr. UMW title. 



By AMANDA MCCULLOUGH 

"I come out here for the hot 
men every year," said junior 
Maggie Auer. 

Last Thursday, Nov. 1 0, was 
the Association of Residence 
Hall’s annual Mr. UMW compe- 
tition and this year’s event 
proved once again to be one of 



the highlights of the semester. 

Starting the night off with the 
annual opening dance number, 
all 1 1 contestants showed their 
bad-boy attitude, from their 
moves to their costumes. This 
year’s contestants proved that no 
matter what you are wearing, 
from a Santa sweater to a gladi- 
ator outfit, the pelvic thrust to 



“Bom To Be Wild” will always 
be well-received by a crowd. 

These boys can roll with the 
flow, even when being acciden- 
tally dropped face forward into 
the crowd. This year, students 
Isaac Whalen and Blake Ed- 
wards served as the masters of 
the ceremony, and succeeded, 
while wearing an array of outfits 



from leather jackets to 
bathrobes. However, Whalen 
might want to reconsider white 
compression shorts on stage for 
the future, as the lights on stage 
can be a bit bright and show 
everything. But, Whalen’s 
humor and witty banter with his 
co-host and the crowd was 
funny and refreshing, while 



helping to keep the show going. 

For a school that isn't much 
into “school spirit,” the compe- 
tition and cheering was high, 
showing that Mary Washington 
might not have the traditional 
school spirit, but we support our 
fellow students. This is why I 
believe Mr. UMW is so popular: 
it allows people to have fun, 



make fools of themselves, and 
know that they have support 
from the crowd, and that’s better 
than any school spirit I know of. 

Where else could you see a 
montage of N’SYNC and Justin 
Timberlake videos on a big 
screen while Mr. UMW Apart- 
ments, Andrew Hogan, danced 
in front of it, replicating the 
moves, or Mr. Eagle Landing 
South, Jeff Branson, who 
rollerbladed onto stage wearing 
a black leotard and pink tutu 
while doing a rather touching 
dance to “Dirty Dancing?” 

After talent was activewear, 
which left little to the imagina- 
tion - much to the delight and 
horror of the audience. Follow- 
ing activewear was the questions 
phase. Mr. Framar, Michael 
Drayer, Hogan and Branson 
made it into the coveted top 
three spots. With two questions 
each, all three had creative an- 
swers but without a doubt, 
Drayer had the best answer of 
the night to his question, “what 
three things he would have on a 
desert island?" 

“Does a girl count?” he 
asked. 

“Sure,” replied Whalen. 

“I'll have three girls then,” 
said a smiling Drayer, as laughs 
erupted throughout and Dean 
Cedric Rucker, one of the 
judges, stood up applauding 
with his famous laugh heard 
throughout Dodd Auditorium. 
With a quick performance by 
last year’s winner, Zein Al-Atra- 
che, the votes were tallied. 

This year’s Mr. UMW is An- 
drew Hogan. 

After the crowning he said, 
"I'm gonna strive the be the best 
mister all around" with a grin 
while adjusting his new crown. 

Well done boys, I can only 
say thanks for a great night of 
entertainment, and I can’t wait 
till next year. 



‘Battlefield 3’ Answers the Call of Duty 

Developer Electronic Arts ’ latest first-person shooter aims to dethrone “Call of Duty, ” but how succesful is it? 



By JOSHUA LAWSON 

There’s something about a 
12-year-old screaming obsceni- 
ties at me from hundreds of 
miles away in a voice just quiet 
enough that his mom won’t hear 
him while she makes him a 
bologna sandwich upstairs that 
makes me froth at the mouth like 
Old Yeller. 

Luckily for me, unlike its 
competitors like “Call of 
Duty” and “Halo,” “Battle- 
field 3” players thus far have 
tended to be past puberty. 

Perhaps this is because “Call 
of Duty” has become such a be- 
hemoth (“Black Ops” moved 
13.7 million units) or because 
the gameplay has a more tactical 
edge, but the “Battlefield” fran- 
chise is an undeniable underdog, 
something developer Electronic 
Arts has very publicly tried to 
combat with “Battlefield 3,” 
going so far as to give it the 
tagline “above and beyond the 
call.” 

Now that the dust has settled 
and both “Battlefield 3” and the 
latest “Call of Duty” installment, 
“Modem Warfare 3,” have both 
been released to the masses, it’d 
be pretty hard to argue that EA 
succeeded. 

“Battlefield 3” is great, but 
the masses have pretty much 
spoken - it’s not the top dog. 
And that’s a good thing. 

“Battlefield 3” strays away 
from the over-the-top set pieces 
and action-movie moments 
of “Call of Duty” and 
stays true to the mili- 
tary first-person 
genre. While the 
game puts players 
in the shoes of multi- 



ple protagonists, all of them are 
members of the U.S. Armed 
forces. You’ll find no special op- 
eratives or heartbeat sensing 
guns here. Everything about 
“Battlefield 3” is as true and 
gritty to a modem combat se- 
quence as a 21 -year old English 
major at a liberal arts college 



tagonist, Sergeant Blackburn, 
being interrogated by your aver- 
age, thick headed military offi- 
cials, about the events of an 
undisclosed terrorist attack. 
Through flash- 
backs, play- 
ers not 
only fol- 
low along 



going to get. 

The brightness of the 
sun or the shine of 
flashlights is blind- 
ing, buildings crum- 
ble into bits and 
gunfire echoes down 
streets and off of 
walls. 

Occupying this world 
in the games cam- 
paign mode is an 
audio-visual de- 
light. 

The cam- 
paign follows 
a similar for- 
mula to 
“Call of 
Duty: 

Black 
Ops, 
with the 



squad, but take on the roles of 
various soldiers that supported 
Blackburn, sometimes driving 
massive tank units across a gor- 
geous desert, other times launch- 
ing in a jet plane off of an 
aircraft carrier and into a dog 
fight. Every level offers its own 
unique graphical flare and im- 
pressive sound design. 

The story hits all the fa- 
miliar beats of a modern- 
day military narrative and 
doesn’t really tread any 
new ground, but there are 
several moments over the 
course of the campaign 
that are quite literally 
jaw dropping as the 
game takes you 
through Iran, 
Russia and 
numerous 
other lo- 
c a 1 e s . 
O 



1 

“Battlefield 3” was released on Oct. 
25 and is available for PC, Playsta- 
tion 3 and XBOX 360 for $59.99. 







moment in particular left me 
speechless. 

Where “Battlefield 3” shines, 
however, is its multiplayer. 
While most games offer six-on- 
six or eight-on-eight player 
matches, there can be upwards 
of 20 players on the sprawling 
maps of “Battlefield 3.’ 

Nothing else on the market 
comes close to the incredible 
scale and destructive force on 
constant display during the on- 
line play of “Battlefield 3. 

Everyone and their 
dad is going to be 
playing “Mod- 
em War- 



fare 3” this winter, which will 
more than likely sell more than 
twice as many copies as “Battle- 
field 3,” but months from now, 
when everyone’s dad is sick and 
tired of “Call of Duty” and its 
quick paced, shoot ‘em up pace, 
‘Battlefield 3” can and will 
offer an awesome al- 
ternative. 
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< Tis the Season to 
Dance at UMW 

Mary Washington to Host Multiple 
Dancing Events Before Winter Break 

ByJAMIA JORDAN 



New Justice Album Painfully 




image courtesy of pop-break.com 

Justice’s latest record, “Audio, Video, Disco.” 
retains the imagery of their debut album, “Cross.” 



The University of Mary 
Washington is home to an array 
of various dance groups on cam- 
pus. From the cultural dance of 
Bhangra seen in India to tradi- 
tional forms of ballet, you name 
it, UMW students showcases 
them all. 

Upcoming performances 
from the UMW Performing Arts 
Club (PAC) are just days away. 
PAC will showcase their semi- 
annual “Big Show” production 
this weekend in Dodd Audito- 
rium. Show dates are Friday, 
Nov. 18 at 7:30 p.m. and Sun- 
day, Nov. 20 at 2 p.m. 

This student-choreographed 
show will feature 15 dance 
pieces in the styles of modem, 
contemporary, lyrical, jazz and 
hip-hop. Tickets can be pur- 
chased in advance this week at 
the Nest, or at the door. Tickets 
are $3 for UMW students and $5 
for non-UMW students. 

Bhangra Beat takes off Satur- 
day, Nov. 19 at 8:00 p.m. at the 
Great Hall. This show will fea- 
ture our UMW Bhangra Team as 
well as 7 different Bhangra 
groups from various schools in 
Virginia. Some of these include: 
the University of Virginia, James 
Madison University, Virginia 
Commonwealth University and 
the College of William and 
Mary. 

Save the date and come out to 



enjoy this night of Indian culture 
and dance. 

During the next few weeks, 
the UMW Step Team and Praise 
Dance Club will prepare for 
their own upcoming events. 

“It’s going to be hot, there is 
nothing cold about this event,” 
said senior Arielle Jones. 

Our very own step team, the 
“Alter Egos” is preparing for its 
Winter Bash, which will take 
place on Dec. 2 at the Great 
Hall. Following their perform- 
ance, there will be an open 
dance party. “DJ Incredible,” 
from past Houston, parties will 
provide the music. Refreshments 
will also be served. Entrance is 
$2, and everyone is encouraged 
to wear a white shirt. 

The UMW Praise Dance 
Club is preparing for the Kwan- 
zaa Celebration on Monday, 
Dec. 5 at 5 p.m. in the Great 
Hall. 

The Praise Dance Club will 
render two dance selections, one 
which will be collaboration with 
the “Alter Egos” and the “Voices 
of Praise.” Freshman Leah 
Slaughter said, “I look forward 
to bringing others into the wor- 
ship experience through this 
dance ministry!” 

Admission to the event is 
free. So come out to this cultural 
event, witness some powerful 
dancing, and eat some great 
food! 



By THOMAS ELLA 

“I would follow Justice any- 
where.” 

That’s what I told my room- 
mates when “Civilization,” the 
first single from Justice’s new 
album, “Audio, Video, Disco.” 
dropped back in March. 

I’ve been following Justice 
for a long time. After a friend in- 
troduced me to the crunchy 
sound of the French electronic 
duo’s 2007 debut album, 
“Cross,” I was in love. 

They were like Daft Punk 
with a harder edge, simultane- 
ously capable of impossibly 
gritty, back alley hits like “Wa- 
ters of Nazareth” and “Stress” 
and impossibly catchy, neo- 
disco club bangers like 
“D.A.N.C.E.” and “DVNO.” 

I started downloading Justice 
remixes of other songs. I bought 
their live album, “A Cross The 
Universe.” I downloaded their 
miscellaneous, between-albums 
projects. And it was all fantastic. 
They could do no wrong. 

“Audio, Video, Disco.” 
sounds almost nothing like 
“Cross.” In interviews, Xavier 
de Rosnay, one of the members 
of Justice, had called their new 
sound “daytime music,” describ- 
ing it as “very laid back... like 
being soft and violent at the 
same time.” It’s a concept album 
for sure, and in most respects, 
totally succeeds. 

The album opens just as 
powerfully as “Cross” did, with 



a heavy track called “Horse- 
power” in which a wailing guitar 
provides the first indication of 
just how much has changed in 
the last four years. Eventually, 
the wails give way to a pound- 
ing, ominous beat more reminis- 
cent of “Genesis,” the opener 
from “Cross.” 

From there, Justice takes you 
on a journey of electric guitars, 
thumping bass, and even a flute 
solo. “Canon,” one of the best 
tracks on the album, is com- 
pletely instrumental, dominated 
by heavily processed electric 
guitars that escalate higher and 



higher until it feels like there’s 
nowhere left to go. Then they 
keep going. 

Justice’s biggest strength has 
always been their ability to pro- 
duce songs that demand to be 
blasted as loud as possible with 
as much bass as possible, that 
you don’t want to ever end, that 
make you show up late to class 
because you were too busy 
dancing in the elevator. 

Tracks like “Canon” and 
“Newlands” - a track that 
sounds like a mash-up between 
Justice and The Who with its 
simplistic but catchy guitar riffs 



and driving beats - prove that 
they can definitely still deliver. 

The one area where Justice 
definitely didn’t deliver with 
“Audio, Video, Disco.” is with 
the hit-or-miss vocals. 

On “Ohio,” a low point for 
the album, Vincent Vendetta of 
Australian band Midnight Jug- 
gernauts ethereally hymns over 
a mellow beat some of the most 
bafflingly dumb lyrics I’ve ever 
heard. 

In full, these are the lyrics to 
“Ohio”: “Ohio, Tennessee, Cal- 
ifornia, endlessly. Reign on, 
reign on, reign on, reign on.” I 
have to actively stop paying at- 
tention to the vocals on “Ohio” 
for it to be at all bearable. 

Occasionally, their new vocal 
style works well, like the arena 
rock glam of “Civilization” or 
with the poppy dance of the title 
track, “Audio, Video, Disco.” 

It’s an album that requires an 
open mind and a just a dash of 
blind faith, but if you can get 
over the shock of how different 
it is from “Cross,” you’ll defi- 
nitely be rewarded. There are a 
couple duds, like “Brainvision” 

- a track that goes nowhere and 
feels like it’s going nowhere, too 

- but with stellar hits like 
“Horsepower,” “Civilization,” 
“Canon,” “New Lands,” “Helix” 
and “Audio, Video, Disco.” that 
make up the majority of the 
album, it’s hard to complain. 

“Audio, Video, Disco.” was 
released on Oct. 24, through 
Elektra records. 



Feminism and Fashion Collide on Campus 
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Junior Claire Pickard flaunting feminist fashion. 



By SARAH KELLY 

When I think of feminism, all 
I see is Birkenstocks. Those 
highly unattractive brown 
leather sandals that make people 
look exactly like hobbits from 
the ankle down. Maybe it’s be- 
cause I’ve never really under- 
stood what modem day 
feminists are trying to achieve. 
In my mind, political and social 
inequalities for women have 
been addressed. The feminist 
cause was won long ago in the 
sixties by sandal-wearing, bra- 
burning hippies. These are 
women who, for all they have 
done for our generation, now 
shop from the L.L. Bean catalog 
and don’t even know what mas- 
cara is. Hardly style icons. Be- 
sides, I am far too busy 
swooning over boys and baking 
cupcakes to care much about 
what hardships the second sex 



might be experiencing at the mo- 
ment. This week’s profile, Claire 
Pickard, changed my mind about 
my preconceptions. Pickard, a 
Junior Philosophy major and e- 
board member of Mary Wash- 
ington’s club Feminists United 
on Campus has an insightful 
take on the role that style has to 
play in the ongoing movement, 
and a great fashion sense to 
boot. 

Feminism has once again 
come to the forefront with sev- 
eral highly publicized “Slut- 
Walks,” one of which took place 
in Washington D.C this past Au- 
gust. 

This is where style comes 
into the mix. The protests at- 
tempt to counter the idea of vic- 
tim blaming in our culture: that 
is the idea that women are some- 
how asking to be sexually as- 
saulted by wearing clothing that 
is seen as provocative. Sexuality 
in relation to clothing choices 



comes into question not only 
with provocative clothing, but in 
demure choices as well. When 
women make a choice to dress 
in sweet, child-like clothes, they 



are often infantilized in terms of 
their sexuality. Zooey De- 
schanel, star of the Fox sitcom 
“New Girl”, has been criticized 
for playing into this idea through 



the ditzy female lead she por- 
trays in her cute sundresses and 
Mary-Jane shoes. 

Pickard agrees with this idea, 
but is quick to point out, “Child- 
ishness could easily be conflated 
with the idea of just having fun 
with what you’re wearing, and I 
think she does have a lot of fun. 
I think it’s important not to take 
[Deschanel] seriously.” 

When it comes to her own 
look, Claire doesn’t pigeon her- 
self into any particular style. 

“I dress kind of like a cross 
between a sixties go-go girl and 
a grandmother,” Pickard said. 
Her mustard yellow tights are 
from Hue, her navy skirt is from 
Urban Outfitters and her gray t- 
shirt, accented by ruffles, is from 
a thrift store. She also wears a 
light purple cardigan from 
American Apparel, “the men’s 
section, if that matters.” The 
whole look is complemented by 
her vintage-looking glasses and 
black Oxford shoes from Target. 
Her outfit makes use of block 
color, a trend seen on the fall 
20 1 1 runways, to make a bold 
statement. 

Fashion is something that be- 
came important to Pickard as she 
was growing up. 

“I had a subscription to Ital- 
ian Vogue, American Vogue and 
Teen Vogue. I watched all of the 



shows online every runway sea- 
son. I took it very seriously,” ex- 
plains Pickard. 

Her style has become more 
eclectic as she has gotten older. 

“I try to have more fun with 
it now,” she said. 

As for the role that clothing 
plays in feminism, Pickard has a 
unique viewpoint. She puts forth 
the idea that certain fashion 
choices can be seen as symbols 
of the feminist movement 
throughout history. 

“When I wear my combat 
boots, I feel kind of nice having 
this line of continuity \yith the 
feminists from the 1970’s. With 
any social or cultural movement 
there are elements of style that 
play a role in that culture.” 

She argues that women 
should be able dress in a femi- 
nine way, or in a way that is not 
seen as typically feminine, with- 
out having these style choices 
reflect anything further about 
them as people. 

“It’s about having the choice 
to wear what you want, and I 
think that’s a really important 
thing,” Pickard said. 

Pickard has me convinced 
that I, too, am a feminist. On the 
question of Birkenstocks, how- 
ever, my opinion stands. 
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Jason Bateman and Ryan Reynolds’ latest, “The 
Change-Up,” comes to Cheap Seats this weekend. 



THIS WEEKEND ON CAMPUS 

If your plan for the weekend involves sitting alone in a dark room and 
waiting for Thanksgiving break or going home early and throwing your con- 
cerns for Monday and Tuesday’s classes to the wind, you’ll miss a week- 
end full of exciting events. “The Change-Up” and “The Help” are playing at 
Cheap Seats, a traditional Shabbat dinner will be hosted in the faculty din- 
ing room on Friday, and Bhangra Beat is poised to tear the roof off of The 
Great Hall on Saturday night. As it turns out, there’s plenty to be excited 
for before stuffing your face with turkey next Thursday. 
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Occupy Mary Wash Protests BOV Week 
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tatives.” 

Nixon said that the SGA is 
taking every action possible to 
reach out to students, and if they 
people believe they are not 
being represented accurately, 
she encourages them to contact 
her. 

“I’m all for meeting with any 
individuals and groups regard- 
ing any issue,” stated Nixon. 

Nixon stated that any 
changes to the BOV’s power 
structure would have to go 
through Va. Gov. Bob McDon- 
nell’s office. 

“I’m not against change, but 
that that’s outside of my jurisdic- 
tion,” Nixon said. 

Chief of Staff and Clerk of 
the Board of Visitors Marty 
Wilder attended the teach-in. 

“I thought it was a very good 
meeting,” Wilder said. “It was 
an open discussion and educa- 
tional.” 

When asked what he thought 
about the topics discussed, 
Wilder stated that he came to 
learn. 

“I serve as clerk of the Board 
and I wanted to see what infor- 
mation is being presented,” 
Wilder stated. 

Junior Mattson Fields, who 
led the teach-in with sophomore 
Upma Kapoor, thought it was a 



success. 

“I really loved the turnout,” 
he said. “I’m glad Marty Wilder 
came.” 

According to Fields, about 
30 people attended the teach-in. 

“At General Assemblies, we 
usually get 30 to 45 people. At 
our last teach-in, we got about 
15 or 20. I’m glad it’s gaining 
momentum,” said Fields. 

“The most important thing 
we do is getting the school in- 
volved with talking,” Fields 
continued. “Ideally, we change 
the fundamentals of the system 
and make it more representative 
of student interests.” 

Senior Evan McLaughlin 
also commented on the role of 
Occupy Mary Wash during the 
teach-in. 

“We are not a legislative 
group, we are a conversation 
that is a rejection of the power 
structure,” said McLaughlin. 

Junior Rob Belcourt, SGA 
vice president and president of 
the student senate attended the 
teach-in. 

“A lot of the occupy goals in 
terms of student life can be di- 
rectly addressed by the SGA. 
We are very active this year and 
communication is getting bet- 
ter,” Belcourt said. “We can’t re- 
ally address structure concerns, 
but we can handle academic and 
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Students show agreement with a point by waving 
their fingers upward or disagreement by waving 
them downwards. 
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student life concerns.” 

“I think this meeting was 
very productive,” Belcourt 
added. “This is an important di- 
alogue and it would be foolish to 
ignore it. It’s up to the students 
to hold us accountable.” 

Student Senate President 
Monique dela Cruz also at- 
tended the teach-in. She stated 
that it is important to have tan- 
gible concerns because the SGA 
agrees with them and needs tan- 
gible goals to be able to help. 

This was the second teach-in 
Occupy Mary Wash has held. 

According to senior Allie 
Atkeson, a member of Occupy 
Mary Wash, “Teach-ins are a 
form of non-violent protest that 
work to educate individuals on a 
particular issue. They became 
popular in the mid '60s during 



Thursday, Nov. 17: 

4 p.m.: Meeting with Dan 
Steen in George Washing- 
ton Hall. 

5 p.m.: General Assembly 
in Ridderhoff-Martin 
Gallery. 

6:30 p.m.: Teach-in at 
Monroe Hall. 



Friday, Nov. 18: 

11:50 a.m.: Reading of ■ 
Public Letter to the BOV 
on steps of Lee Hall. 

2 p.m.: Teach-in on the 
BOV on steps of Lee Hall. 

1 p.m.: March to Jepson 
Alumni Executive Center. 

2 p.m.: Teach-in on the 
Occupy Wall St. movement. 



5:30 p.m.: Potluck din- 
ner. 

6 p.m.: General Assem- 
bly in Jepson Alumni Ex- 
ecutive Center. 

Saturday, Nov. 19: 

11 a.m: Teach-in on 
Sodexo at Jepson Alumni 
Executive Center. 

12 p.m.: General Assem- 
bly in Jepson Alumni Cen- 
ter. 

1 p.m.: Teach-in on Patri- 
archy and sexism. 



The Anderson Center isn't the 
only place major victories occur 



Research supported by the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases (NIAID) has led to new 
or improved vaccines for a variety 
of serious diseases: 

• Rabies 

• Meningitis 

• Whooping cough 

• Hepatitis A and B 

• Pneumococcal pneumonia 

Help NIAID make a difference 

NIAID has research training and 
fellowships for all academic 
levels. NIAID's training programs 
provide a chance for college 
students and recent graduates 
to get invaluable administrative 
experience, as well as experience 
conducting basic and clinical 
research while working side-by-side 
with world-renowned scientific 
investigators who are committed 
to improving global health. 

NIAID, one of the largest Institutes 
in the National Institutes of Health, 
conducts and supports basic and 
applied research to better 
understand, treat, and ultimately 
prevent infectious, immunologic, 
and allergic diseases. NIAID 
research has led to a variety of 
new therapies, diagnostic tests, 
and other technologies that have 
improved the health of millions 
of people in the United States 
and around the world. 
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National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases 



Learn more about NIAID's research 
training and career opportunities: 

Visit us on the Web: 

www.niaid.nih.gov/careers/ua2 

Follow us on Twitter: 

www.twitter.com/NIAIDCareers 

Like us on Facebook: 

Facebook.com/niaid.nih 
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the Vietnam War at various col- 
leges across the U.S.” 

“Teach-ins facilitate con- 
sciousness raising — an impor- 
tant aspect of every social 
movement,” Atkeson believes. 

“We use the same practices 
of Occupy Wall Street but focus 
on the injustices of UMW and 
economic issues,” said Atkeson. 
“It is important to realize we are 
dealing with one specific exam- 
ple of the whole movement.” 
According to Hawes, Occupy 
Mary Wash was formed as a re- 
sponse to the national Occupy 
movement, which deals with is- 
sues of a wide variety of na- 
tional issues. As a result, group 
membership is open to students, 
faculty members and the Freder- 
icksburg community members. 



Proposed Bill Will 
Alter Dynamics 
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unattended deaths,” Bledsoe 
said yesterday in an email. 
“Should it be mandated by the 
passage of this bill, we do not 
feel that we would be overbur- 
dened, nor would we discon- 
tinue our current practice of 
working collaboratively and co- 
operatively with UMW police 
should the need arise.” 

Earlier this week, the Rich- 
mond Times-Dispatch released 
an analysis detailing sexual as- 
sault reports at seven Virginia 
universities. 

The study stated that out of 
62 reported sex crimes in 2008, 
2009 and 2010, only seven of 
these cases resulted in arrests 
and four in convictions. 

According to the report, at 
least 40 percent of the assaults 
involved alcohol, either con- 
sumed by the victim, the alleged 
assailant, or both parties. 

The Times-Dispatch noted 
that the universities included 
were of various sizes, including 
well-known public institutions, 
at least one private school and 
one historically black college. 

In 2008, 2009 and 2010, 
there were 1 1 total forcible sex 
offenses reported to the Univer- 
sity of Mary Washington cam- 
pus police, according to the 



where on campus. Two of these 
occurred in 2010. 

There were no reported crim- 
inal homicides at UMW in the 
security report from 2008-2011 . 

But, both Arrington and 
Christopher Kilmartin, profes- 
sor of psychology, said that rape 
is one of the most underreported 
crimes. 

Arrington, in her presenta- 
tion, attributed this to shame or 
embarrassment, fear of not 
being believed, confidentiality 
concerns, unwillingness to re- 
count details, fear of retaliation 
or distrust in the justice system. 

“It’s obviously much more 
common,” Kilmartin said. “We 
know that it goes on quite a bit.” 

Kilmartin also said that re- 
search states that frequently, ac- 
quaintance rape, when the 
victim knows the assailant, is a 
serial offense. 

“If we don’t stop them, 
they’re going to do it again,” 
Kilmartin said. “Campuses 
have to pay attention and deal 
with student misconduct, but 
we’re talking about a felony, and 
we’re not equipped to proceed 
with criminal charges.” 

Kilmartin said that the best 
way to get victims to report is to 
make them feel safe, and work 
on more preventative measures. 
Where we need to put our 



2011 Annual Security Report efforts is int0 preve ntion, so it 
that was released in September. doesn , t happen again> .> he said 
One of these occurred on Emily Uontgomery co „. 
non-campus property, while the tHbuted f0 repon 
remaining 10 happened some- 



Social Media Enhances Classes 
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Dave MacEwen. 

The class is a “hybrid” class 
that incorporates online home- 
work, online quizzes, Google 
documents and online work with 
other students. 

While she said that at first 
she did not like the class because 
she wasn’t “technology savvy,” 
it grew on her. 

The online work in the class 
means that Thursday classes are 
optional. 

“I think more classes should 
be like that because I work a 
good amount so it’s really easy 
with my schedule,” she said. 

According to the survey’s re- 
sults, Facebook and other social 
networking sites are a controver- 
sial aspect of technology used in 
academics. 

In measuring academic suc- 
cess with Facebook, 25 percent 
of students surveyed find Face- 
book “valuable” or “extremely 
valuable,” while conversely 53 
percent think its academic value 
is limited or nonexistent. 

Sophomore Katie Van 
Valkenburg thinks that teachers 
should make an effort to incor- 
porate techonology in the class- 
room. 

“For professors to ignore 
such social media is almost 
crazy at this point,” Van Valken- 
burg said. 

“We should also learn how to 
effectively convey opinions on- 



line because of its growing im- 
portance in daily lives,” Van 
Valkenburg added. 

When asked about Facebook 
interactions, 60 percent of stu- 
dents surveyed found it appro- 
priate or “no big deal” if a 
professor were to friend request 
them on Facebook. 

In discussion about Facebook 
use in the classroom, Whalen 
said he has attempted to use it 
but describes it as “too intimate 
in ways that make me disin- 
clined to use it.” 

Communications Professor 
Rao also uses social media in his 
classes. 

“Social media is important 
because it is about more than 
just reporting what is going 
on — it is about developing 
shared meaning and content,” 
Rao said. 

Rao says the question is not 
about whether or not to incorpo- 
rate social media and network- 
ing in the classroom but instead, 
“Jiow should we best incorporate 
social media?” 

While the majority of stu- 
dents in the study agreed that 
technology use should increase 
in the classroom, not all did. 

Many students are happy 
with the use of technology that 
their institutions use, as 19 per- 
cent of students say that their 
school uses it effectively. 

When asked if technology 
personalizes the curriculum for 
students, 15 percent said it did 



not. 

Similarly, when given the 
statement that technology “helps 
me think out of the box,” 15 per- 
cent disagreed. 

While Duncan likes the use 
of technology, he understands 
that for a lot of school subjects, 
blog use may not be plausible. 

“In terms of social network- 
ing, I don’t know if it could 
work with say, a literature class 
or a linguistics class, or ones that 
are run orally with participation 
in a classroom,” Duncan said. 

Whalen finds some conflict 
with technology use in the class- 
room, also. 

Since he encourages students 
to bring their laptops to class, 
problems sometimes arise. 

“I do get sort of annoyed 
when students are obviously 
chatting on Facebook or Google 
chat instead of participating in 
whatever we’re supposed to be 
doing in class,” Whalen said. 

While using Twitter as a 
“backchannel” is his goal, he 
said, “the backchannel can be- 
come the front channel,” creat- 
ing a distraction during class. 

The EDUCASE has been 
conducting this study since 
2004. 

The EDUCASE, ’’Provides 
research and analysis to help 
higher education leaders make 
better decisions about informa- 
tion technology,” according to 
their website. 



ADOPTION 

Loving, childless couple 
wishing to adopt an infant. 
Willing to help with legal and 
medical expenses. Please call 
us (collect) at (540) 300-0223. 



Have any ideas, tips or suggestions? E-mail newsxcrew@gmail.com 
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Men’s Soccer Season in Review 




Courtesy of Clint Often 



Wesley stifled the UMW offense in the semifinals of 
the CAC Tournament, as the Eagles fell 3-0. 



By STEVE SILVERTHORNE 

The Mary Washington men’s 
soccer team had their season end 
a few weeks back when they 
dropped a 3-0 decision to York 
College in the semifinals of the 
Capital Athletic Tournament on 
Nov. 2. Although the Eagles 
were upended earlier than ex- 
pected in the conference tourna- 
ment, the UMW men’s soccer 
team still accomplished a lot in 
their 20 11 season. 

In his first year as head coach 
of Mary Washington, Jason 
Kilby led the Eagles to a 7-7-3 
record and a second place finish 
in the CAC regular season. The 
Eagles biggest win of the year 
came over conference rival Sal- 
isbury, a team who at one point 
was ranked inside the national 
top 1 5 and eventually won both 
the CAC regular season and the 
tournament title. 

A couple Eagles players 
earned conference recognition 
for their great play this past sea- 
son. Senior midfielder Bram 



Sims capped off his career by 
earning first team All-CAC 
honors, and sophomore de- 
fender David Heller was 
named to the All-CAC second 
team. 

The Eagles are going to lose 
seven key seniors before next 
season begins, but the team is 
still loaded with young talent 
and will look to build on the 
success of this past season. The 
optimism is definitely high for 
the 2012 season yet to come. 

“Even though we lose many 
key seniors this year, we are 
still a very young team, and if 
we work on our communica- 
tion skills and our positivity on 
the field we should be well 
off,” junior midfielder Matt 
Alter said. 

Alter also mentioned how 
close all the players are off the 
field with each other, which al- 
lows them the ability to build 
great chemistry on the field. 

In his first season at the Uni- 
versity of Mary Washington, 
coach Kilby had some 
big shoes to fill. After 
leading North Car- 
olina Wesleyan, one 
of the top programs in 
the region the past 
nine years, Kilby had 
to adjust to life at a 
new school. 

“Although it took 
me a little while to ad- 
just to [my] new sur- 
roundings, I definitely 
enjoy being at Mary 
Washington,” Kilby 



said. 

However, one thing coach 
Kilby said he did not have to ad- 
just was his style of play. He 
says the style of play he used 
this season was very similar to 
what he used in all of his previ- 
ous seasons. 

Kilby took the reins from 
Roy Gordon, who retired after 
34 seasons as the only head 
coach in the program’s history, 
and one of the winningest 
coaches in all of NCAA history, 
but there was definitely no dis- 
appointment with the new 
coach. 

“The players all love him, 
and with him we are playing a 
different style of soccer than 
past seasons, which fits very 



well for our team,” Alter said. 

Though the Eagles are confi- 
dent with the unit they have for 
next year, there is still much 
work they need to do this offsea- 
son if they want to be where they 
hope to be next fall. The team 
will rely on senior leaders in 
Alter, Matt Poole, Omar Ismail 
and Smith Norton to try push the 
team while out of season so they 
continue to work hard both on 
and off the field. 

“If the team continuously 
plays on their own, and in small 
set games, and works to get their 
strength and speed up, then the 
goal of winning the CAC and 
advancing deep into the NCAA 
tournament is definitely a reach- 
able goal,” Kilby said. 



“Although it took me a lit- 
tle while to adjust to [my] 
new surroundings , I defi- 
nitely enjoy being at Mary 
Washington. ” 

- Head Coach Jason Kilby 



Swim Teams Try 
To Build on Win 
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their meet against Randolph- 
Macon, the Eagles went out for 
ing’s praise of the new, intense food and were told to discuss 
training method. with a partner the hardest thing 

“There are people who can they had overcome in their life, 
whip out ten pull-ups now who Bonding activities and CrossFit 
couldn’t even do one at the be- have had an invaluable effect on 
ginning of the season. It’s been the team, Beckenstein said, 
rewarding,” Becken- 
stein said. 

This might seem 
like enough training 
for some, but not for 
Brethauer’s swim 
team. After a couple of 
rough losses to Wash- 
ington& Lee Univer- 
sity and York College, 
the Eagles are working 
to strengthen their 
team identity. 

“The team had a 
wake up call after 
those losses,” Sotzing 
said. “We can’t only think of our 
individual performances. So 
much of this sport is about ca- 
maraderie.” 

Beckenstein and the other 
captains now require everyone 
on the team to be standing and 
cheering on the pool deck for 
their fellow swimmers while 
they aren’t competing. 

“Even if people wanted to 
rest their legs for their event we 
told them they had to stand,” 

Beckenstein said. 

In addition to cheering, the 
team gets together the night be- 
fore competition to bond. Before 



“The team had a wake 
up call after those losses. 
We can ’t only think of our 
individual performances. 
So much of this sport is 
about camaraderie. ” 

-Senior Kristen Sotzing 



“The bonding coach has us 
do gives a sense of trust and 
unity that makes us want to 
work harder and win,” Becken- 
stein said. 

The swim teams have an 
unannounced Invitational in 
early December, but their next 
home meet won’t be until Jan. 
14 when the Eagles host Salis- 
bury University and Marymount 
University at 1 p.m. 



Want more coverage? 
Visit us online at 
umwbullet.com 



Fantasy Football Corner 



Dickman Eager for Season 



By ZACH MORETTT 

‘Start Em 

QB: Ryan Fitzpatrick (BUF): 
The Harvard grad topped 20 fan- 
tasy points in each of the first 
three weeks of the season, but 
hasn't reached even 1 7 points in 
any game since. But this week 
will be a belated encore from 
Fitzpatrick's stellar first three 
games, as he gets to tee off 
against a Dolphins defense that 
ranks 23rd in passing yards al- 
lowed. The Miami secondary 
has surrendered 14 passing 
touchdowns while intercepting 
an NFL worst four passes on the 
year, giving Fitzpatrick an excel- 
lent opportunity to excel once 
again. 

RB: Mars hawn Lynch (SEA): 
Lynch's other self, "Beast 
Mode," has made appearances in 
two straight weeks against the 
formidable run defenses of Dal- 
las and Baltimore. This week 
Lynch's alter ego should crop up 
once again when Rams sorry run 
defense (31st in rushing yards 
allowed) tries to slow him down. 

WR: Earl Bennett (CHI): Jay 
Cutler's former Vanderbilt team- 
mate has looked awfully impres- 
sive the past two weeks since 
returning from a prolonged in- 
jury-caused absence. Cutler is 
looking for Bennett and the wide 
receiver has produced against 
some of the stiffest pass de- 
fenses (Detroit and Philadelphia) 



in the league. Though the Charg- 
ers defense that will look to limit 
Bennett this week ranks sixth in 
passing yards surrendered, they 
have allowed 1 7 passing touch- 
downs this year (28th in the 
NFL). 

RB: Maurice Morris (DET) 

WR: Deion Branch (NE) 

TE: Jason Witten (DAL) 

K: Nick Folk (NYJ) 

DEF: Jacksonville Jaguars 

‘Sit Em 

QB: Cam Newton (CAR): 
The former Heisman Trophy 
winner has been a fantasy stud 
this season, but he will face a 
stiff test Sunday when he travels 
to take on the second ranked 
Lions pass defense. Detroit has 
allowed just nine passing touch- 
downs this year (fourth fewest in 
allowed in the NFL) while inter- 
cepting 11 passes. Newton is 
still a threat with his feet, but 
look for the Panthers to use their 
pair of running backs to exploit 
a questionable Lions run de- 
fense. 

RB: Ray Rice (BAL): The 
consensus first round fantasy 
pick has been struggling on the 
ground of late, averaging just 
40.25 rushing yards over his last 
four games. Now Rice has been 
bailed out by finding the end 
zone in three of those four 
games (last week with a passing 
TD), but it's hard to count on 
him to continue reaching pay- 



Last Week: 8-7-1 
Overall: 62-59-9 



dirt. This week Rice will have to 
try and find holes against a Ben- 
gals defense that ranks second in 
run defense and is holding op- 
posing rushers to just 3.4 yards 
per carry (YPC) on the season. 

WR: Dwayne Bowe (KC): 
Despite many experts projecting 
a big regression from last sea- 
son, Bowe's been the 11th best 
fantasy receiver this season. The 
match up against the Patriots 
abysmal pass defense looks 
good, but the problem is in the 
former LSU wide receivers cur- 
rent quarterback situation. Matt 
Cassel is out for this game, 
meaning Tyler Palko will be re- 
sponsible for getting Bowe the 
ball. Palko hasn't even played 15 
minutes in his NFL career and 
will be making his first ever 
start, and I'd wait and see how he 
performs before I trust Bowe. 

RB: Steven Jackson (STL): 
The versatile running back has 
been a workhorse this year and 
is coming off a three game 
stretch where he's averaged 139 
rushing yards per game. The 
problem is that Jackson did his 
recent damage against some of 
the league's defensive dregs 
(20th, 27th and 30th run de- 
fenses) and now will have to bat- 
tle a Seahawks front that has 
been the 1 1 th stingiest to oppos- 
ing rushers. Seattle has also lim- 
ited running backs to just 3.6 
YPC and have allowed only five 
rushing touchdowns (sixth 
fewest in the league). 

WR: A.J. Green (CIN) 

WR: Eric Decker (DEN) 

TE: Fred Davis (WAS) 

K: Matt Bryant (ATL) 

DEF: Philadelphia Eagles 

‘Add Em 

QB: Sam Bradford (STL) 

RB: Kendall Hunter (SF) 

WR: Damian Williams (TEN) 
RB: Chris Ogbonnaya (CLE) 
WR: Jason Avant (PHI) 

TE: Scott Chandler (BUF) 

K: Steven Hauschka (SEA) 
DEF: Denver Broncos 
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man sounds more than pleased 
with the new facility. 

“The Anderson Center is an 
incredible complex and I’m re- 
ally excited to open the season in 
there,” Dickman said. “It’s a step 
up from Goolrick and I know the 
whole team is excited and we 
hope the fans come out in full 
force.” 

Dickman’s roommate and 



teammate, fellow senior Ryan 
Farrar, offered some insight on 
what makes Dickman so suc- 
cessful and why the pair have 
such a good rapport on the court. 

“Tad is a charismatic player 
and person, and his drive on the 
court is mirrored by his aca- 
demic drive in the classroom,” 
Farrar said. “Since we’re such 
good friends we have a great 
chemistry that allows us to play 



off each other really well.” 
Dickman isn’t just well re- 
spected by his teammates, but 
even fellow UMW athletes from 
other sports appreciate Tad’s 
dedication to his craft. 

“Tad is a great player and is 
one of the reasons I enjoy going 
to basketball games,” junior soc- 
cer player Matt Alter said. “I’ve 
gotten to know Tad pretty well 
over my three years here and it 
is because of his determination 
on and off the court that makes 
him such a strong player.” 

With the men’s basketball 
season kicking off at home on 
Friday, Dickman’s final year 
inches closer to beginning. 
Standing just shy of six feet, six 
inches tall, Dickman will rotate 
between the power forward and 
center positions for Head Coach 
Rod Wood this season. Dickman 
is the main contributor of the 
four seniors on Mary Washing- 
ton’s roster, which means he’ll 
have big responsibilities both 
with his play and as a leader. The 
senior will surely be a big factor 
in the Eagles success in 2011- 
2012. 




Courtesy of the Associated Press 



Ravens RB Ray Rice hasn’t been running the ball 
well of late and faces a stiff Bengals defense Sunday. 




Courtesy of Clint Often 

Dickman averaged 11.1 points and 6.7 rebounds per 
game last season. 



PARIS IN JULY 2012: Information Session 



Monday, November 2 1 
Combs 213 @ 4:00pm 

6 credits plus 
E.L. or G.I. 

Gen Ed credit 

Contact Prof. Di Lauro 
(bdilauro@umw.edu) 
with any questions. 
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Cross Country Seasons End in Texas 

Men take ninth and women finish eighth in NCAA Southeast Regionals 




By ASHLEY BRUCE 



In the dry, dusty air of 
Seguin, Texas, the Eagles’ 
women’s and men’s cross coun- 
try teams outraced over 22 
teams, finishing eighth and ninth 
respectively in the NCAA 
Southeast Regionals on Nov. 12. 

Over 400 student athletes 
raced this past weekend for the 
NCAA Southeast Regional 
Championship. These athletes 
represented 36 schools for the 
women and 3 1 schools for the 
men. 

Overall, the men’s team com- 
pleted the 8K in ninth place, 
which was higher than their fin- 
ish in last year’s event. Junior 
Sean Healey received All-Re- 
gion Honors with his 22nd place 
finish on the men’s side, while 
seniors Kyle Anderson and 
Chris Marino took 46th and 58th 
place in the 8K for UMW. 

Freshman Julian Menk was 
in Healy’s race and described the 
junior’s path to his 22nd place 
finish. 

“He ran with a lot of courage 
and believed that he had a good 
shot of making the national 
team,” Menk said. “Sean got out 
to a slow start, but he worked his 
way up coming up into the 

mile and just worked on 

passing people from < 

there.” 

The women’s team 
pushed for a strong finish 
in their 6K event, eventu- 
ally taking eighth overall. 

The top finisher for the 



Courtesy of Clint Often 

Junior Sean Healy (372) finished 22nd in the NCAA 
Southeast Regionals to earn All-Region Honors. 

Greene with her 69th place fin- Sands pushed hard in her 
ish. race, knowing that as a senior it 

Although Greene was in the would be her last competition 
top three for UMW, Eagles’ for Mary Washington. 

Head Coach Stan Soper ex- “I started tearing up in our 
plained why the usually elite pre-race huddle,” Sands said, 
runner dropped lower than “When I was on the line looking 
usual. out at the course I told myself 

“It was unfortunate for the that it was my last time doing 
team that Liz Greene, our top this. I just had to go out there 



girl, became ill during the race,’ 
Soper said. 



“It was a poor last rep- 
resentation of what had 
been a fairly solid team for 
the entirety of the year and 

LVEagies was sopho- not how I wanted my last 

more Erin Dandridge, CWSS Country race to tum 
who placed 46th. Fellow 



sophomore Liz Greene 
was next for UMW in 
59th place, while senior 
Michaela Sands followed 



out. 



-Senior Blake Turner 



and race, and that's what I tried 
to do.” 

The Eagles’ worked hard 
since last June to prepare for 
their Regional races in Texas. 
The team worked on more 
speed and less distance prior to 
Regionals, and once they were 
in Texas, Soper’s squad did all 
they could to be ready for the 
big event. 

“To prepare for Regionals, 
we ran the course the day be- 
fore and talked about key 
points,” Sands said. “We went 
to Olive Garden the night be- 
fore— a pre-race tradition— and 



went to bed early. We have a 
huddle with Coach, and then we 
do our own huddle right before 
the race begins.” 

Although the performance 
for the Eagles was impressive 
given the large field, the team 
felt that they could have done 
better. 

“I had mixed feelings about 
our performance,” Soper said. 
“We had strong, solid perform- 
ances, but hoped to finish higher 
in the standings.” 

Senior Captain Blake Turner 
agreed with his coach’s desire 
for better race results. 

“We went into that race unde- 
feated regionally, ranked sixth, 
and we had beaten the team that 
ended up winning the meet,” 
Turner said. “It was a poor last 
representation of what had been 
a fairly solid team for the en- 
tirety of the year and not how I 
wanted my last cross country 
race to tum out.” 

Menk also agreed in saying, 
“I think the team did very well 
as we all ran with heart and de- 
termination; however, we did 
not perform as well as we had 
hoped.” 

To be at the very top, where 
both team’s wanted to be, there 
were a couple improvements 
that had to be made. Turner 
thought the antidote for the 
men’s side was more self-confi- 
dence, while Menk thought the 
women’s team just needed 
greater individual consistency. 

Though the Eagles didn’t 
quite meet their own expecta- 
tions, they each finished their 
seasons in respectable fashions. 
Now some will take a breather 
before the spring track and field 
season begins, while others will 
have off until cross country gets 
going again next fall. 









— 



Courtesy of Clint Often 

Senior Jenna McRae (ball) scored 12 points and 
grabbed six rebounds in UMW’s 64-48 victory over 
Washington & Lee last Tuesday night. 



AU-CAC Volleyball Team 



UMW senior setter Katie Shiflett was a 
first team All-CAC selection while Eagles 
junior hitter Kaitlynn Wickersham was an 
All-CAC second team choice. Shiflett tal- 
lied 1,051 assists in her last season in an 
Eagles uniform, while Wikersham led the 
team both in kills (274) and digs (413). 



Courtesy of Clint Often 

Katie Shiflett 



Courtesy of Clint Often 

Kaitlynn Wickersham 



Dickman Enters 
His Final Season 



By JONATHAN SPEES 

“The first time I ever played 
basketball was on a Fisher Price 
toy basketball hoop,” UMW 
senior basketball player Tad 
Dickman said.” So although my 
first recorded dunk was my 
sophomore year of high school 
as a Lee Lancer; my first real 
dunk was as a two year old.” 

That was the start of Dick- 
man’s love for basketball. He 
started playing organized hoops 
when he was five years old and 
has continued his career ever 
since. Dickman went onto play 
three years of high school bas- 
ketball at Lee High School in 
Springfield, Va. Though he also 
played football and soccer for 
the Lancers, basketball was al- 
ways Dickman’s highest pas- 
sion. 

Now Dickman is entering his 
fourth and final season for the 
Eagles’ basketball team. He’s 
coming off a year where he av- 
eraged 11.1 points and 6.7 re- 
bounds per game, and Dickman 
will look to build on that as the 
team tries to take the next step. 

“We are a very strong, cohe- 




Courtesy of Clint Often 

Senior Tad Dickman 



sive team and there is no reason 
why we can’t have a successful, 
winning season,” Dickman said. 
“We are bringing back our core 
unit and finished 16-10 last year, 
but we have a few new strong 
players and we know we can im- 
prove on that.” 

One of the biggest changes 
for Dickman’s senior year is the 
new gymnasium that he will be 
competing in. The William M. 
Anderson Center opened just be- 
fore the fall semester, and Dick- 
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Swim Teams Sweep Yellow Jackets 




. 



Courtesy of Clint Often 

The UMW swim teams swept Randolph-Macon University last Saturday. The 
men won 126-71 over the Yellow Jackets and the women were victorious 129-73. 



By ANDY LEONARD 

The only thing louder than 
the Eagles players and fans 
cheering Saturday, Nov. 12 was 
the unspoken message the 
UMW swim team delivered in 
their sweep of Randolph- 
Macon: team camaraderie and 
hard work are the keys to win- 
ning. 

Last year, Randolph-Macon 
did not have a men’s swim team, 
but this year they fielded nine 
male swimmers to compete 
against Mary Washington’s team 
of 28. As one might expect, the 
men soundly won, 126-71. 
Among the top finishes were the 
200 medley and freestyle relay 
teams, with times of 1 :39. 17 and 
1:31.44. 

Despite a close finish last 
year on the women’s side, the 
Lady Eagles also won rather 
convincingly, 129-73. The team 
had several first place finishes, 
including, the 200-yard medley 
relay team of junior Lindsay An- 
cellotti, sophomore Amber 
Kerico, senior Kelly Scott and 
sophomore Jessica Singer at 
1:54.39. Ancellotti and Scott 
also took individual wins, with 
Ancellotti winning the 1 00 but- 
terfly at 1 :01 .99 and Scott taking 



the 1 00 backstroke at 1 :02.62. In 
her first time competing since 
hip surgery, senior Megan 
DeSmit pushed through her pain 
to win the 100 breaststroke at 
1:10.35. 

Senior captain Allie Becken- 
stein attributes both the men’s 
and women’s success to their 
ability to buy into their second 
year head coach Abby 
Brethauer’s system. 



“[Brethauer] came to a team 
that had old traditions, and 
needed to make her own,” Beck- 
enstein said. “It took the team 
awhile to get used to things, but 
now we’re seeing the payoff 
both in and out of the pool.” 

Part of Brethauer’s new sys- 
tem is using the CrossFit pro- 
gram for dryland training. The 
entire team, including the 
coaches, wake up at the crack of 



dawn to run, do pull-ups and 
perform other brutal workouts to 
get their bodies into tip-top 
shape. 

“Even though CrossFit is re- 
ally challenging, it’s also a lot of 
fun,” senior Kristen Sotzing 
said. “It forces us to overcome 
new challenges together each 
day.” 

Beckenstein echoed Sotzk- 
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Jenna McRae 



Athletes of the Week 

UMW senior basketball players Jenna McRae and Katie Wimmer each 
surpassed the 1,000 career points milestone in the Lady Eagles' 64-48 
win over Washington & Lee this past Tuesday. The duo became the 17th 
and 18th members of the 1,000 point club in UMW women's basketball 
history. 
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Katie Wimmer 











